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Preface 

The Gambia is going through a very important phase of either putting it on the top agenda of 

nation states that have guaranteed the rights and welfare of its fifty percent of the population-

women and girls who are currently facing eminent threat to realize there sexual and 

reproductive health rights. 

I would like to appreciate the efforts done by the state over the years to promote, protect and 

advance the human rights of women and girls in the Gambia. Governments come and go but 

the state will always remain. The legacy that they leave is what will be accounted for by 

posterity. No matter the nature of the state. 

We appreciate all the efforts made by all and sundry to put a law after many years of struggle 

to end FGM in the Gambia. We have transitioned from dictatorship to constitutional 

democracy which recognizes and respects the rule of law but there is an eminent threat 

undermining the efforts made to promote women’s and children’s rights.  

We are concerned that the very institution under this fledgling democracy that should uphold 

and preserve the dignity of the person and its polity was the platform used to moot the repeal 

of the law playing on the ignorance of a few to advance their selfish interest. 

We will fail to tackle equality and development as well as the SDGs without putting an end to 

Violence against women and girls. The effective implementation of policies and laws 

promoting women’s rights will lead to progressive democratic societies and reaching the 

targets of the SDGs. I urge the government to maintain the progress made on advancing 

women’s human rights. We appreciate the creation of a full Ministry and Gender, Children 

and Social Welfare dedicated to guarantee the rights of women and children, thus showing 

your unflinching commitment to advance gender Equality. Therefore silence on this matter is 

not an option. We must recognize that women played a critical role in ushering a democratic 

dispensation in the Gambia. They deserve better recognition. 

We are currently, confronting emerging global challenges that have gender impact and the 

lives of women and girls are at stake. Hence the need to focus on strengthening our policies 

and laws to protect human rights issues in general and particularly women and children’s 

rights including People With Disability. 

We have been surprised by the negative and unprogressive approach of some religious 

leaders and National Assembly Members calling for the repeal of the Anti-FGM Law that 

protects the rights of women and girls from harmful practices.   

I call on the government of His Excellency Adama Barrow of which I associate myself with 

to please consolidate the gains made over the years and move the agenda of protecting the 

vulnerable groups. 

H.E Dr Isatou Touray 

Executive Director, GAMCOTRAP 
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Introduction 

In the wake of the first successful application of the anti-FGM law in the Gambia after eight 

years of its enactment has created unexpected responses from some religious leaders and 

National Assembly Members who were calling for the repeal of the Law that sentenced three 

women who broke the law. This created tensions between pro-FGM advocates and Anti-

FGM activists led by GAMCOTRAP working closely with TANGO and the Child Protection 

Alliance (CPA).  Similarly, in the midst of this controversy we have witnessed silence from 

the ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare including some of the critical 

stakeholders from the State who could have come up with statements to strengthen the 

landmark achievements.   

However, public opinion was in favor of the law being applied effectively. It was in the midst 

of this controversy that GAMCOTRAP, in collaboration with Equality Now, organized a 

policy dialogue inviting key stakeholders to discuss the matter and come up with 

recommendations and suggestions to move forward. 

There was also, fervent call by the grassroots calling to express their views regarding the 

matter. In expressing their views, they noted that the religious leaders and National Assembly 

Members cannot speak for them on this matter. They appreciated organizing this important 

event to bring together different actors. The objective of the meeting was to bring the 

different key stakeholders who are the custodians of the FGM practice to share their opinion 

in the midst of the debate that affected them. 

The Policy Dialogue on upholding the FGM Law to protect the girl child was a crucial event 

organized in response to attempts by certain religious scholars and some members of the 

National Assembly to repeal the FGM-specific law in The Gambia. The initiative was part of 

the global 16 Days of Activism celebrated annually from the 1st to 16th of November. The 

event was hosted by GAMCOTRAP and funded by Equality Now, a global organization 

dedicated to advocating for the rights of women and girls. The event was gracefully attended 

by key stakeholders from Line Ministries, CSOs/NGOs, Chiefs, Ex-Circumcizers and the 

international community. 

 

Objectives of the Policy Dialogue 

The primary objectives of the policy dialogue were: 

 To bring together key stakeholders from various sectors to discuss the importance of 

upholding laws related to FGM. 

 To address the looming threat of repealing the FGM Law by engaging in constructive 

dialogue with various stakeholders. 

 To foster collaboration among government entities, non-governmental organizations, 

community leaders, and civil society representatives. 

 To hear the perspectives of the custodians of the practice of FGM across the regions. 
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Target Persons/Participants 

Key participants included representatives from the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, 

Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Welfare, Office of The President, The Human 

Rights Commission, America Embassy to The Gambia, European Union, GIZ, German 

Embassy, Regional Chiefs, Ex-Circumcisers, Community-Based Facilitators, GAMCOTRAP 

Field Coordinators, and 12 Civil Society Organizations. 

Funding Source 

The event was funded by Equality Now, a global organization dedicated to advocating for the 

rights of women and girls. 

Event Details 

Opening Remarks and Prayers 

The event was chaired by the Executive Director, GAMCOTRAP and Prayers were led by 

Imam Baba Leigh, a distinguished religious scholar and advocate for the rights of women and 

children. Following the prayers, the Executive Director of 

GAMCOTRAP delivered the opening remarks. 

Acknowledging the esteemed presence of distinguished guests, 

the Executive Director of GAMCOTRAP extended a warm 

welcome to all attendees, including the Chairperson of 

TANGO, Board of Directors of GAMCOTRAP, the EU 

representative, the Honorable Ministers for Gender, Children 

and Social Welfare and Health, National Assembly Members, District Chiefs, Members of 

the Diplomatic and Councilor Corps, representatives from the UN system, and various other 

key stakeholders. 

 

Expressing deep gratitude for the opportunity to address the gathering, she highlighted the 

significance of the occasion a policy dialogue on 

upholding the FGM law to protect the girl child. She 

emphasized the urgency in the context of the global call 

to end Female Genital Mutilation and violence against 

women and girls, and underscored the threat of repeal by 

some religious leaders and National Assembly members. 

In response to this critical situation, GAMCOTRAP and 

its partners are strategically responding to uphold the 

law, which symbolizes a commitment to safeguarding the rights of every girl child. 

Upholding this law signifies a collective promise to ensure the girl child's rights, dignity, and 

limitless future. Despite challenges rooted in tradition, the comprehensive societal 

transformation required demands open dialogue, education, and compassion. 

Imam Baba Leigh Opening Prayers 

Dr. Isatou Touray Opening Statement 
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To succeed, a multifaceted approach is necessary. Education, formal and informal, is the 

primary vehicle for behavioral change. Parents, community leaders, and young people must 

be educated about the physical and psychological ramifications of FGM. The occasion 

focuses on upholding the law to protect the girl child, and engaging knowledgeable 

individuals to create awareness and catalyze positive change is equally essential. 

She further noted that all individuals have a role in this enlightenment process. Together, 

collective efforts can amplify voices and reach every corner of the nation, offering pathways 

to healing and advocacy for victims. Gratitude was expressed to partners, particularly 

Equality Now, for funding the event. The call was made for continued resources for women's 

rights organizations. 

The dialogue serves as confirmation of years of advocacy to end harmful practices and an 

opportunity to catalyze positive change. The future for Gambian girls and women depends on 

today's actions and words. A call was made for unity among young organizations and 

generations, guided by GAMCOTRAP, to move forward the agenda for sexual and 

reproductive health rights. 

The vision is to create a Gambia where every girl child can grow up free, unburdened by 

tradition, and empowered to shape her destiny. The collective efforts of today should be the 

legacy for generations to come, recognizing that feminist energy is not a threat but 

recognition of women's rights as human rights. 

Statement from the Chairperson of TANGO.  

Honorable guests, I stand before you as TANGO's Chairperson to address the policy dialogue 

on upholding the FGM law, a critical event during the 16 days of activism. GAMCOTRAP, 

since 1984, has been dedicated to preserving and promoting the rights of girls and women. 

With our population tripling since then, the need for GAMCOTRAP's mission has grown 

significantly. As part of TANGO, we support 

GAMCOTRAP's work, recognizing that any form of 

FGM violates the human rights of girls and women. 

FGM is not just a health hazard; it's a human rights 

issue under international laws. Despite our new 

democracy, existing laws remain, and we stand firm 

to protect them for the well-being of over 50% of the 

population-women and girls. 

While facing challenges, CSOs play a crucial role, and at TANGO, we commit to supporting 

and strengthening them. Collaboration is key to advocating for policies that empower civil 

society, secure funding, and create an inclusive environment. As responsible members of the 

international community, we are signatories to conventions protecting women and girls. 

Reversing laws meant to safeguard them contradicts our values. Together, we must address 

challenges faced by civil society organizations, ensuring an enabling environment for their 

work. 

Yadicon Njie Eribo Board Chairperson TANGO 
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Let's collectively protect the rights of every child, fostering nations where all children can 

flourish, access education, healthcare, and live free from violence. Together, we build a 

brighter future, leaving no child behind. 

Statement from MoH.  

The representative for the Minister of Health, Mr. Musa Camara gave a statement on behalf 

of the Minister, he stated that, the protection of women and girls' sexual and reproductive 

health rights is vital for overall well-being. Health, as 

defined by WHO, encompasses physical, mental, and 

social well-being. This holistic state is crucial for national 

development, impacting productivity and socio-economic 

factors. Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) poses severe 

health risks, adversely affecting women and girls. There 

are no health benefits, and the procedure often leads to 

life-threatening consequences like severe bleeding, 

postpartum hemorrhage, and infections. Complications during childbirth and increased 

newborn mortality further underline the gravity of FGM's health impact. 

Recognizing GAMCOTRAP's pivotal role, stakeholders, through effective communication 

and collaboration, should work towards eradicating FGM. Utilizing diffusion of innovation 

theories, sharing relevant information can contribute to societal well-being. Considering the 

interconnectedness of health with all Sustainable Development Goals, prioritizing health and 

well-being is fundamental. The Ministry of Health appreciates the national dialogue on 

upholding the FGM law. As a representative of the senior management team, he extended his 

gratitude for addressing this critical issue and offering solutions to eliminate FGM practices 

in The Gambia. 

Statement from Ministry of GCSW.   

Madam Neneh Touray, representing the Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare, 

addresses a gathering during the 16 days of activism against gender-based violence. The 

focus is on female genital mutilation (FGM) as a harmful 

traditional practice with no health benefits and serious 

reproductive health consequences. She noted that the 

prevalence of FGM in the Gambia has decreased, attributed 

to efforts by government institutions, donor partners, and 

civil society organizations. Upholding the law on FGM is 

emphasized, along with the need for cross-border activities 

to abolish FGM in the sub-region. Integration of FGM issues into health worker training and 

stakeholder activities is highlighted, with a call to mobilize communities and work with 

young people as agents of change. The importance of advocacy with National Assembly 

Members is stressed, and gratitude is expressed to GAMCOTRAP for organizing and 

supporters of the event. 

MUSA CAMARA Regional Director of Health Services 

Madam Neneh Touray Ministry of GCSW 
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The speech emphasizes the importance of upholding the law against FGM, mobilizing 

communities, integrating FGM issues into various activities, and working with young people 

as agents of change. Advocacy with National Assembly members is also highlighted as 

crucial. The overall message is a call to action to end FGM and protect the health and rights 

of women and girls. 

Statement from the Human Rights Commission (HRC) 

Imam Baba Leigh serves as a Commissioner under the National Human Rights Commission. 

As commissioner, he was delegated by the executive director of the National Human Rights 

Commission to deliver a statement on behalf of the Chairperson of the Commission. In his 

speech he stated that the National Human Rights Commission is fully committed to ensure 

that the rights of the Girl-child is protected from all forms of harmful practices, and noted 

that the Gambia is a signatory to several human rights instruments that promotes the rights 

and wellbeing of women and girls such as UDHR, CEDAW, CAT, CRC etc. He called on the 

government to uphold those laws and commitments made to protect girls from FGM and 

other harmful practices. He reiterated the National Human Rights Commission’s commitment 

to collaborate and work with the Government for the progress made on women’s human 

rights. He renewed the Commission’s commitment to support GAMCOTRAP to protect the 

girl-child. 

 

INTERLUDE-POEM by a young voice. Fatou Secka UTG Student. 

The event was graced with the voice of a young upcoming poet from the University of The 

Gambia, who also serves as an intern at GAMCOTRAP. She passionately recited her poem 

titled 'Upholding my Rights; My Future,' shedding light on 

the intricacies of FGM, its enduring impact, and the current 

scenario in The Gambia. The emotional verses served as a 

rallying cry for activists, resonating with the commitment of 

GAMCOTRAP to continue advocating until the full 

recognition and respect of the rights of those affected by 

FGM are achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fatou Secka UTG Student.  Intern GAMCOTRAP 
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Solidarity Statement from Partners 

EUROPEAN UNION (EU) 

 

Mr. BRIGANDI RAPHAEL Representing the European Union, he expressed his pleasure of 

the opportunity to address this timely initiative. The discussion arises amidst broader societal 

debates on the potential repeal of the anti-FGM law, 

initiated around two months ago in the National 

Assembly. FGM is a complex issue involving health, 

cultural practices, religious beliefs, and human rights. 

The ban on FGM in The Gambia, resulting from a 

prolonged struggle by activists, leaders, and citizens, 

reflects the country's legal commitments under various 

regional and international instruments.  He noted that 

The UN General Assembly's unanimous resolution in 

2012 and its integration into the 2030 SDGs further emphasizes the global consensus against 

this harmful practice. The Gambia's ban on FGM in 2015 not only advances girls' rights but 

also sets an example regionally, showcasing a commitment to human rights and the well-

being of vulnerable members, particularly children. 

As a partner of The Gambia, the European Union aligns with democratic values and human 

rights. We unequivocally commend the current anti-FGM law, expressing hope that the 

outcome of this national dialogue will be a consensus to maintain the existing law. Despite 

differing views, the paramount concern in this debate is the protection of children. Young 

girls lack the agency when FGM is performed on their bodies. Preserving the current law 

ensures that future generations retain the fundamental right to make decisions about their 

bodies freely. 

We emphasize the importance of Gambians making informed decisions that prioritize the 

well-being and rights of their children. 

 

Address by Equality Now 

The representative from Equality Now through zoom, welcomed the participants and noted 

and dwelt on the Maputo Protocol which specifically noted that FGM is a violation of human 

rights of women and girls and calls on all countries including Gambia to eliminate FGM, 

including the prohibition through legislation. 

She appreciated the role of the police for taking on their duty to implement the law 

prohibiting the practice to protect the innocent victims. 

She further appreciated  the progress The Gambian government has made as a major 

contribution in ensuring  the protection of women and girls  who are affected by FGM, and 

noted that in October, 180 Civil Society  Organisations from the Gambia and across the world 

have also issued an open letter urging the Gambian government to uphold the landmark law 

against FGM. 

In her speech she acknowledged the statement made by the African Commission on Human 

and Peoples Rights, and the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the 

Child, who expresses their deep concern on the current regressive parliamentary debate 

BRIGANDI RAPHAEL EU Representative 
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advocating for the repeal of the Gambia’s law prohibiting FGM. She concluded by saying ” 

as we convene for policy dialogue today, I want to welcome different countries from the 

continent and the region that establish fundamental principles for us in protecting the rights of 

all human beings, including women and girls. 

And just to highlight a few, everyone has a right to a positive cultural context. Positive 

African values as a preamble of the protocol are based on the principles of equality, peace, 

freedom and dignity, justice, solidarity and democracy, and non-discrimination”. 

I look forward to listening and taking part in the discussions and meetings with TANGO and 

yourself Dr. Isatou, for your leadership in ensuring all women and girls are safe. We stand on 

the foundation that are on your shoulders today and hope to create an even brighter future. 

 

 

GAMCOTRAP Board Representative 

 

Mr. Ousman Touray, representing the chairperson, of the Board of Directors of 

GAMCOTRAP, Chief Yaya Jarjusey and the board, expressed gratitude for speaking at the 

policy dialogue on upholding the Female Genital 

Mutilation (FGM) law in The Gambia. 

Acknowledging the law as crucial for protecting 

girls' rights, he emphasized the need to safeguard 

the well-being of female children in the country. 

While recognizing FGM as a deeply rooted 

tradition, he clarified its non-religious nature. 

The event aimed to recommit to protecting girls, 

viewing the FGM law as both a legal obligation 

and a moral imperative, representing a milestone 

in ending the harmful practice. Upholding the law goes beyond compliance; it is about 

recognizing children's fundamental human rights and allowing them to grow free from FGM's 

physical and emotional scars. Mr. Touray stressed the importance of open discussions, raising 

awareness, and educating society about the severe consequences of FGM. Parents and 

guardians were urged to challenge harmful social norms, and collaboration between various 

entities was emphasized to create a supportive environment for girls' development. In 

conclusion, Mr. Touray urged active participation in the policy dialogue, framing upholding 

the FGM law as a step towards a Gambia where every child can dream, aspire, and contribute 

positively to national development. Collective efforts were encouraged to ensure a brighter 

and safer future for Gambian girl children. He emphasized the Board of Director’s support 

and commitment to support GAMCOTRAP in this noble effort. 

 

 

 

Ousman Touray Board Member GAMCOTRAP 
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Key Sessions 

Effects of FGM on the SRHR of Women and Girls.  

Dr. Aboubacarr Jah, the CEO of Sharab, delivered a comprehensive and enlightening 

presentation on the Effects of Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM) during the event. With detailed visuals, his 

presentation not only refreshed the minds of all attendees 

but also provided a deep understanding of the immediate 

and long-term impact of FGM on women. 

 

Throughout his presentation, Dr. Jah emphasized the stark reality that FGM offers no health 

benefits, contrary to certain misconceptions. Instead, he shed light on the enduring suffering 

that women subjected to FGM experience throughout their lives. The poignant details 

presented by Dr. Jah served as a powerful reminder of the collective responsibility we share, 

bound by the oath to uphold the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) of 

women and girls in The Gambia. By highlighting the negative effects of FGM, Dr. Jah's 

presentation served as a wake-up call for everyone present, reiterating the importance of 

prioritizing the well-being of women and girls. The images and information presented by Dr. 

Jah added a visual and factual dimension to the ongoing dialogue about upholding the FGM 

law. This session not only informed the audience about the harsh realities of FGM but also 

fueled a renewed commitment to the advocacy for SRHR. 

Dr. Jah's presentation was instrumental in fostering a deeper understanding of the profound 

consequences of FGM, fostering a sense of urgency and responsibility among participants to 

contribute actively to the ongoing efforts to protect the rights and well-being of women and 

girls in The Gambia. 

 

FGM and the Law.  

 Mr. Lamin Mboge, a senior Legal Expert, from the Mari Bantang Chambers provided 

valuable insights into the legal implications of 

repealing the FGM Law during the event. The 

discussion delved into the complexities of legal 

frameworks and their role in safeguarding girls from 

harmful practices. He highlighted various laws and 

sections pertinent to the issue, emphasizing the 

associated punishments for perpetrators. Mr. Mboge 

underscored a critical point, expressing concern about 

the potential ripple effect of repealing the Anti-FGM 

Law. He argued that such a move could open the door for challenges against other existing 

laws, posing a significant risk to the political and socio-economic stability of the country. He 

Dr. Aboubacarr Jah,  CEO Sharab 

Lawyer Lamin Mboge. FGM and the Law 
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emphasized that repealing the Anti-FGM Law might lead to conflicts, disproportionately 

affecting women and children who could become victims of legal loopholes. 

In emphasizing the democratic nature of the country, the legal expert urged the government 

to carefully consider the potential consequences before making any legal decisions. This 

nuanced perspective underscores the delicate balance between democratic principles and the 

need to protect vulnerable populations, especially women and children, from harmful 

practices. The insights from the legal perspective serve as a crucial foundation for informed 

decision-making and the continued pursuit of legal frameworks that prioritize the well-being 

of the citizens. 

 

FGM and ISLAM:  

Imam Baba Leigh a religious scholar and founding member of GAMCOTRAP, representing 

GAMCOTRAP, expressed deep concern about the potential repeal of laws banning harmful 

traditional practices, particularly Female Genital 

Mutilation (FGM), in The Gambia. He recounted the 

historical efforts of past scholars and activists in the face 

of difficult circumstances, highlighting the significant 

achievements of GAMCOTRAP in elevating The 

Gambia's international standing in regards to human 

rights of women and children particularly, the girl-child. 

The urgency of the situation lies in the global call to end 

FGM, and the speaker pledged to campaign against the repeal, emphasizing the need to 

protect the rights of young girls. The speech underscored the potential consequences, not just 

for FGM but also for other issues like education and child marriage, if the law is repealed. 

The speaker challenged arguments attempting to justify FGM within the context of Islam, 

emphasizing the need to consult medical professionals in matters related to health, even 

within Islamic practices like Hajj and fasting during Ramadan. The speech concluded with a 

firm assertion that purification in Islam is achieved through water, not through the cutting of 

body parts. Overall, the speaker passionately advocated for the retention of laws banning 

FGM and highlighted the broader implications for the country's reputation and the well-being 

of its girls. 

FGM and Children’s Rights 

I have been invited to talk on Female Genital Mutilation 

and children’s rights. If we take a deep look, law and 

religion are intertwined: law has been documented to 

protect the rights of every individual and as well religion 

through its teachings in the holy books (Quran & Bible). 

Laws have been formulated to protect and respect the 

rights of every individual, being a child or an adult so it is 

Imam Baba Leigh FGM and ISLAM 

Lamin Fatty, Director of CPA 
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every one’s responsibility to work collectively to ensure a society free from violation of 

human and child’s right. 

 Convention on the Right of the Child article 19 (protection from violence, abuse and 

neglect) states that, government must do all they can to ensure that children are 

protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents 

or anyone else who looks after them, so in 1999, Gambia has made a ratification to 

accept every law on this convention. 

 African Charter on the Right and Welfare of the Child (recognizes the child’s unique 

and privileged place in African society and that African children need protection and 

special care), Gambia has signed and accepted to respect this document to ensure the 

rights of every child. “I argued always that, if Gambia has to sign for the 

abandonment of FGM/C, it should not have been in 2015 but rather in 2005 since 

that’s the year Gambia government signed these conventions”. 

 Also Gambia has made a law book call the Children’s Act 2005 section 19 states that 

all harmful tradition practices that affect the health and wellbeing of women and 

children should be stopped.  

 It furthers to the Maputo protocol section 5 which directs all state parties to the 

protocol to condemn and prohibit all forms of harmful practices affecting the 

enjoyment of human rights by women in society (Female Genital Mutilation). 

Doctor Mboge has said it here that, despite all these laws, Gambia is still practicing FGM and 

GAMCOTRAP has played a vital role in ensuring the formulation of the FGM law in 2015 

and it is still in its sensitization and campaign to end the act. 

Chief has made it clear here that this movement or struggle is apolitical and there is no law in 

the constitution that is challenging our religion or tradition so let us try to protect and respect 

the law. In his presentation the Executive Director of the Child Protection Alliance (CPA) 

noted 

“I stand to challenge the government on the basis of not respecting this law, since 

amendments have been made on the Women’s Act 2016 that anyone found guilty of FGM will 

be imprisoned for 3 years or pay a fine of D50, 000 or both. I have argued with some 

National Assembly members that, their quest for the repeal of the FGM law is a setback and 

the FGM law was not formulated by the National Human Rights Commission or Dr. Isatou 

Touray but the Gambia Government so it is a collective responsibility to protect it as 

Gambians. 

 When this FGM law was first implemented in The Gambia the whole world applauded 

Gambia for this great achievement. 

 We all know the negative effects and health consequences of FGM and I personally, 

my wife is a survivor and I know how she suffered during delivery. 

 One thing is clear, if everyone presents here including the ex-circumcisers accept to 

continue abandoning and shaming the act of FGM, then it must stop. 
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 We will continue to fight for the Anti-FGM law to stay in order to protect our younger 

generation of girls and women”. 

 

 Contributions from the Panel of Chiefs and Ex-Circumcisers 

The regional Chiefs and Ex-Circumcizers in their various languages gave their own 

perspective of the situation as they have been yearning for their voices to be heard on this 

matter. All the chiefs on the panel came to consensus that 

the Anti-FGM law should be upheld and they stand 

strongly on ensuring that anyone who breaks the law 

should be prosecuted. They noted that the National 

Assembly Member should look at what is the best interest 

of the child and promote that rather than promoting 

practices that are inimical to the health and wellbeing of 

their children and women. They noted that the mandate 

given to NAMS by their constituencies is as a result of the 

trust they had on them and they should be ready to guide them even if they find that what 

they are doing is not good. They noted that the National Assembly members are not speaking 

on their behalf and they as district chief stand behind the law to ensure that it is respected. 

They debunked the objections raised by the religious leaders and NAMs regarding the land 

mark case of the Bakadagi Mandinka incident  

Similarly, the ex-circumcisers who were present also gave their views about the FGM case 

and noted that they all agreed to put a law in place to protect the rights of the women and 

girls and they still stand by the law. They all came to consensus that whoever breaks the law 

must be prosecuted. They recalled the trainings they have undergone for several years 

including the Dropping of the Knife Ceremony where they took an oath supported by their 

cluster communities to abandon FGM and other harmful practices which they still uphold. 

They noted that it was a big disappointment for them to see that one of those who took the 

oath has defaulted. They concluded that they would strengthen the network and called for a 

quarterly meeting to discuss progress and assured their continuous support to uphold the law. 

(Refer to videos) 

Reflections on Laws and Policies That Gambia has signed:  

The Executive Director of GAMCOTRAP, Dr Isatou Touray, reflected on the laws and 

policies that the Gambia has signed to promote and protect the rights of women and girls in 

the Gambia. She reminded the participants that the Gambia has achieved formal equality and 

this had placed the country on top for promoting women and children’s rights. It was noted 

that the enabling environment has been created looking at a list of all the existing laws that 

the Gambia has signed and ratified. She noted that FGM is one of them and the law 

specifically refers to those protocols in the protection of girls from Harmful Practices. Noting 

Contributions from the Panel of Chiefs 
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that the current government led by His Excellency Adama Barrow made a speech upholding 

the law when he assumed power and called on the public to respect the law. 

She noted that GAMCOTRAP’s role is to work closely with the state to advocate on matters 

that falls within its mandate to create awareness, lobby policy makers and empower various 

target groups to end harmful practices. She reminded the participants that the great effort of 

GAMCOTRAP has resulted in many gains made over the years. She also, noted that more 

women and young people should be empowered to take leadership on a matter that affect 

them and that is why the organization is working with other NGOs and CBOs to achieve the 

goal and objectives of ending Harmful practices. She informed the gathering that The Gambia 

is the primary duty bearer to uphold its commitment to protect the girl-child. 

Outcome 

The event successfully achieved its goals by fostering open dialogue and collaboration among 

stakeholders. Awareness of the threats to repeal the Anti-FGM Law was heightened, and 

participants gained a deeper understanding of the legal and societal implications. There was a 

unanimous call by all the participants that the Anti-FGM Law should be upheld to protect the 

girl-child from harmful practices.  

Consensus Reached 

The event was a very successful one resulting in all participants reaching consensus that the 

law should be upheld to protect the girl-child from harmful practices such as FGM, Early 

marriage and other forms of violence against women and girls. 

The District Chiefs who are the heads of the District in their region asserted their authority to 

ensure that the law should not be repealed and noted that the National Assembly Members 

should advance the rights of the girl-child and ensure that decisions made as law makers 

should be in the best interest of the child. 

Similarly, all the statements delivered during the event emphasized the need to uphold the 

Anti-FGM Law to protect the women and girls from FGM. 

It was agreed that GAMCOTRAP should intensify the outreach  work across the country and 

ensure that the Community Based Facilitators are supported to monitor their cluster 

communities in all the regions and report back to the concerned authority. 

The participants noted that the organization should work closely with the Gambia Police 

Force who are the law enforcers to ensure the effective implementation of the Anti-FGM law. 

That the police should be targeted and trained about the effects of FGM on the health and 

well-being of women and children in order to empower them to play their part efficiently in 

ensuring that the law is applied where it is flouted. 

They should be trained using the rights based approach and share any relevant information 

that will empower them to fulfill their duties. 
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Next steps 

Building on the recommendations and suggestions emanating from the event the priority to 

move forward with this process are as follows;  

To focus on the police who are the law enforcers who might be influenced by cultural dictates 

resulting in reluctance to pursue cases if reported. 

To organize a Refresher course with existing Community Based Facilitators and discuss how 

to move forward and continue engaging in grassroots work. 

To increase the numbers CBFs at the regional level 

To strengthen the network of ex-circumcisers to serve as agents of change and checks among 

themselves to continue the advocacy in their cluster communities 

To focus on the young generation especially in hard to reach areas where the tendency is to 

take the kids in such areas and subject them to FGM. 

Lessons Learned 

 The policy dialogue underscored the importance of continuous advocacy, 

collaboration, and legal reinforcement to safeguard the rights of girls. 

 It came to a full realization of the immense implications and the effects it will have on 

other Enacted Laws protecting the rights of women and girls if the Law is repealed.  

 The District Chiefs from the Central River Region asserted their authority to uphold 

the law in the presence of the ex-circumcisers and advise them to uphold the law. 

 The ex-circumcisers reiterated their commitment to uphold the law and  support their 

District Chiefs and to strengthen their network. 

 It also highlighted the need for ongoing education to dispel misconceptions 

surrounding FGM particularly on young ones and women of reproductive age . 

 

Recommendations 

Based on the discussions, the following recommendations were proposed: 

 Strengthen legal frameworks related to FGM to ensure enhanced protection. 

 To build the capacity of the law enforcers to be able to prosecute FGM cases 

 To build the awareness of the Police Force on the effects od FGM on the health and 

well-being of women and children across the regions 

 To build the capacity of existing Community Based Facilitators and increase their 

numbers across the regions to continue to monitor their cluster communities 

 Intensify community-based education and awareness programs especially in hard to 

reach areas that hardly get information. 

 Foster collaboration between government entities, NGOs, and communities to combat 

the repeal efforts. 
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 To urge partners to commit funds for the advocacy work of GAMCOTRAP and other 

organizations. 

 

Conclusions 

The Policy Dialogue on upholding the FGM Law served as a crucial platform for 

stakeholders to unite against the threats posed by attempts to repeal the existing legal 

framework. The event emphasized the importance of collective action in protecting the rights 

and well-being of the girl child in The Gambia. This report stands as a testament to the 

commitment of all participants to advocate for the rights of women and girls, ensuring that 

existing laws are reinforced and strengthened to create a safer and more secure environment 

for all. 

That the voices of different stakeholders are heard and the ex-circumcisers were given the 

platform to express their views in support of upholding the law on FGM and to dissociate 

themselves from the breach of the law. They vowed that  happened at Bakadagi Mandingka, 

at the central river region of the Gambia will not be repeated. 

The five District Chiefs from CRR-N and South who attended the event noted that they are 

representing all the chiefs of the country noted that they are speaking on behalf of the others 

across the country. In their Panel they committed themselves to uphold the law and advice the 

Ex-circumcisers that they must uphold the Oath they swore to and continue to protect the 

girl-child in their cluster communities.  
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Annex  
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Newspaper Cuttings and Links 

NEWS PAPERS 

https://foroyaa.net/gamcotrap-stakeholders-discuss-anti-fgm-law-after-repeal-calls/ 

https://thepoint.gm/africa/gambia/national-news/gamcotrap-urges-govt-to-uphold-law-against-fgm 

https://www.voicegambia.com/2023/11/10/gamcotrap-upholds-dialogue-in-favor-fgm-law/ 

Twitter Link 

https://twitter.com/GamcotrapG/status/1724025996867715122/photo/2 

https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1RDGlljjjEdGL 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=735720388574890&set=pcb.735721535241442&__cft__[0

]=AZVhE1y1h4HfheVmaJ-C7XT2zgaf27WsOX0aXoyv_Zf2dXNGWaSHPXWobrC4W6tebhlKkKvAm9-

I75wV5pcH_YbLLewYs0vIjYOO-

DkoqcM1CAPvG1aFTwN1_jO_J5lTnKJTXRAwZ0UgP43yupzVmk6Rs_Q4-qxdWGbPm8U-

FWIhlw&__tn__=*bH-R 

https://www.facebook.com/100064108072534/videos/6640882412674122/ 

 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/p/Czlb-

KhIQnH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA== 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=735720388574890&set=pcb.735721535241442&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVhE1y1h4HfheVmaJ-C7XT2zgaf27WsOX0aXoyv_Zf2dXNGWaSHPXWobrC4W6tebhlKkKvAm9-I75wV5pcH_YbLLewYs0vIjYOO-DkoqcM1CAPvG1aFTwN1_jO_J5lTnKJTXRAwZ0UgP43yupzVmk6Rs_Q4-qxdWGbPm8U-FWIhlw&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=735720388574890&set=pcb.735721535241442&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVhE1y1h4HfheVmaJ-C7XT2zgaf27WsOX0aXoyv_Zf2dXNGWaSHPXWobrC4W6tebhlKkKvAm9-I75wV5pcH_YbLLewYs0vIjYOO-DkoqcM1CAPvG1aFTwN1_jO_J5lTnKJTXRAwZ0UgP43yupzVmk6Rs_Q4-qxdWGbPm8U-FWIhlw&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=735720388574890&set=pcb.735721535241442&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVhE1y1h4HfheVmaJ-C7XT2zgaf27WsOX0aXoyv_Zf2dXNGWaSHPXWobrC4W6tebhlKkKvAm9-I75wV5pcH_YbLLewYs0vIjYOO-DkoqcM1CAPvG1aFTwN1_jO_J5lTnKJTXRAwZ0UgP43yupzVmk6Rs_Q4-qxdWGbPm8U-FWIhlw&__tn__=*bH-R
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https://www.facebook.com/100064108072534/videos/6640882412674122/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Czlb-KhIQnH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA
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Annex of the Pictures  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


